Cytologic diagnosis by transthoracic fine needle sampling without aspiration.
The cytologic findings of transthoracic fine needle sampling without aspiration (fine needle capillary [FNC] sampling) are reported. Eleven patients were examined by FNC sampling while four were examined by the classic fine needle aspiration (FNA) method. In contrast to FNA sampling, FNC sampling produced less patient trauma and admixture of the sample with blood, while giving a better perception of the tumor and its consistency. The quality of the samples obtained by the FNC technique was equal to that of the FNA samples. The results demonstrate that fine needle sampling without aspiration may be used in the study of deep-seated as well as of superficial organs.